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Comprehension Questions for “The Cask of Amontillado”
While reading, answer the following questions using complete sentences, evidence from the text, and proper parenthetical documentation EX: (Poe 23).

	  

	1. What is the meaning of the phrase "A wrong is unredressed when retribution overtakes its redresser.”?


	2. Where and when is the story set? Give reasons for your answer.


3. Why does Montresor make sure Fortunato has drunk a lot of wine?


4.  What is Luchresi's role in the story?


5.  What preparations had Montresor made for his revenge?


6.  Why does Montresor appear concerned about Fortunato's health?


7.  Describe Fortunato's character. 

8.  Comment on the author's use of the word "mason". 


	
9.  Discuss how the Poe uses setting to enhance the atmosphere of horror in the story.


10.  Why do you think Montresor succeeded in leading Fortunato to the niche without raising his suspicions?



11.  Why did Montresor go to such lengths to get his revenge? After all, he could merely have run Fortunato through with his sword.


12. To what extent can the narrator be relied upon to give an accurate portrayal of events? How might the reader's view of his actions change if the story were written in the third person? 


 13-15. Discuss Poe's use of irony in the story by finding 3 examples. 

TYPE OF IRONY

EVIDENCE (Quote and P.D.)

EXPLANATION

13. VERBAL

14. SITUATIONAL

15. DRAMATIC



	  


  
 
