Worksheet 1 - Symbolism

What is a Symbol?
It is a sign that stands for something. We look at it and understand the meaning attached to it. We
look at these symbols and decide what each one stands for or represents.
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% O Exercise One: (10-15 mins) Think of 3 other symbols that you would recognise
immediately. Draw them on a piece of paper — check with the person sitting next to you to ensure
they know what they indicate.
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Signs are very useful as many are universal. This means that all over the world, no matter which
country you are in or what language people speak, you will be able to recognise certain signs. Why is
this useful?

If something is symbolic, it stands for or represents something else. In literature, symbolism is
frequently used in poetry. Often one symbol will be used throughout a book to emphasise the central
theme (main idea). For instance, in the Warnia Chronicles; the lion, Aslan, is representative of Jesus.

% O Exercise Two: (10-15 mins) Imagine you were burying a time capsule that may only be
found in thousands of years’ time. The people who find it may not understand English and you are
going to have to use signs or symbols to represent yourself.

Design your own personal shield showing the person you are.
1. Draw a shield.
2. Split the shield into quarters.
3. Top left — draw a symbol to show your nature.
E.g.: Heart = loving
4. Top right — draw a symbol to show what you enjoy.
E.g.: TV = love watching television
Hamburger = you love food
5. Bottom left — symbolic representation of what you want to be in the future.
E.g.: Computer = computer expert
Tiny stick people = mom or dad
6. Bottom right — symbolic representation of your home or country.
E.g.: London Eye = London
Dragon = Wales
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Throughout history, certain things have been given symbolic meaning. The same is true of literature, which
often relies on symbolism to convey important thematic concerns.

Some examples:

An Oak tree - often a symbol of strength and endurance.
A Crown - signifies authority and leadership.
A Dove with an olive branch - sign of peace (this originated way back in the

Old Testament with the story of Noah).

< OO Exercise Three: (10-15 mins)
See if you can match up the six symbolic items in the first box with what they represent in the second.

Sword Light bulb Moon Money Cunning War
Oowl Pound sign (£) Fox Idea Night Wisdom

Who thought of the Alphabet?
The letters of the alphabet are actually just sound signs. English is based on the Roman alphabet (which
originated some 2,500 years ago!). So, what happened before letters? People used pictures to record

events and communicate.
Look at this picture: : ')jz ” )
Have you seen any cave paintings? What messages are conveyed by the drawings?

It could mean — Good hunting ground, a lot of deer found here.

After a certain amount of time, picture writing made certain advances. Instead of just standing for the
object being drawn, pictures began to represent an idea connected with the object drawn.

E.g.:  An ear might indicate the verb “to hear” or “to listen”.

We call this ideographic or idea writing. A certain amount of confusion can ensue, however. Why might this
be the case?

% OO0 Exercise Four: Picture Messages (25-30 mins)

Design a short message in symbols and write the translation underneath. Do not make it longer than
one sentence.

E.g.: v

O

I (EYE) LOVE (HEART)

Be creative. You could write anything from what you did this morning to a curse warning on an ancient
Egyptian tomb...

% OO Exercise Five: Picture Message Game (10-15 mins)
Use your picture message from above and draw it on rough paper. Do not include the words and do not
let your friends know what it is about. Swap messages and see if anyone can guess what your message
says.

« EXTENSION: Try writing a longer message in symbols. Perhaps imagine you are in an ancient tribe
and you want to do some cave paintings to tell the story of your day hunting.

Imaginative Emergency Lessons Page 6 of 36 © ZigZag Education, 2005




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


